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| _ For the Guide to Christian Perfection. | 
PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. : c 

“ BELIEVE THAT YE RECEIVE, AND YE SHALL HAVE.” 


The sanctification of the heart and all those various blessings, which are — 
involved in sanctification, depend, not exclusively perhaps, but yet in a great | a 
degree, upon two leading principles; First, an entire consecration of our- 
selves to God, and, seconpty, a full and unwavering belief that the conseera- 
tion is accepted. It is not enough to offer all; but, in the same spirit of re- 
liance on God, we must also believe that all is accepted. It is the belief that 
God is faithful to his word, and that, in accordance with his word, he will re-. 

ceive and does now receive all that unreservedly lay themselves upon his 


altar, which seems especially to secure the presence of a sanctifying efficacy. - 
Qn the contrary, he, who consccrates himself to God, however sincere he — ae.) 


may be in the act of consecration, but who greatly dishonors the veracity of 
God by remaining without the faith of accerTaNcE, deprives himself of: that.:.. 
mighty power, which faith alone is capable of imparting, and necessarily — 
lies prostrate and exposed to all the dreadful attacks of the adversary. 

It is in connection with this view, as it seems to me, that we are enabled to 


appreciate and correctly understand certain passages of scripture, which are if 
‘frequently mentioned in connection with the subjéct of present sanctification ; if 
such as the following. “Therefore I say unto you, what things soever ye f 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Al 
Mark ii. 24. “And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we br 
ask any thing according to his will he heareth us. And if we know [that is, | eu 
have full faith or confidence in him,] that he heareth us, whatsoever we ask, ih | 
We know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”—1 John y. 14. one 


The doctrine of these important passages is this. In consecrating ourselves 
to God, and in praying sincerely for those things which are agreeable to the 
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will of God, such as our sanctification, and those Christian graces which are — 
implied in sanctification, we may be certain that they will be given to us, and 
that they are now given to us, if we have no doubt in God’s word. . The cer- 
tainty of the result, when the condition on which it depends is fulfilled, viz., 
a full belief of the truth of the divine declaration, is necessarily involved in 
the veracity of God; and not, as is sometimes supposed, in the mere fact of 
believing. This is an important distinction. It is God’s everlasting TRUTH, 
and nothing but his truth, which is the real foundation of the great principle 
involved in these passages. Nevertheless, it must be admitted, that the result 
cannot take place without the specific act of faith; because the defect or 
want of such faith necessarily makes a separation between God and our 
souls, and especially because the promise of God, which is the true and ef- 
fective source of the renovating power, is made only upon the condition of 
the act of faith. As soon, therefore, as God, in aid of our own unavailing 
efforts, takes away the remains of unbelief and gives us perfect faith in the 
promise, which by implication involves perfect faith in all the divine declara- 
tions, he necessarily gives us the victory. “As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them THAT BE- 
LIEVE ON HIS NAME.” From that memorable moment, whether our emo- 
tions are more or less strong, and whether we have had special inward signs 
and manifestations or not, we truly feel the purifying energy. ‘The principle 
of faith, perhaps after a long inward strife, has become ascendant. © We are 
now become like little children; we are now “ careful for nothing ;” living 
in perfect simplicity of spirit; receiving our daily bread without disquieting 
thoughts of the morrow ; folded and protected in the arms of infinite love. 
1. There are one or two inferences, which flow out of the views which 
have been expressed. And the first is, that there is, in reality, no need, as a 
preparation for sanctification, of much mental excitement, of protracted 
sighing and lamentation, of long fastings, and macerations and mighty strug- 
glings of body. It is true, that some of these things may exist, to a certain 
extent, without being altogether profitless. But what we mean to say, 1s, 
that they do not appear to be absolutely necessary ; and there is sometimes 
danger, especially when there is a disposition to trust in them, of their being 
decidedly injurious. The process, as it really takes place, may probably be 
all embraced in a single sentence, “Give all, and take all.” Lay all upon the 
altar, and believe that God, in accordance with his word, receives it; and 
always continue in that state of present and entire consecration, and of pre- 
sent and entire faith, and all is done. If God is true, it cannot be otherwise. 
And we may properly add here, that the experience of very many persons is 
found to coincide with this statement. They have labored, prayed, suffered, 
fasted for a great length of time, without securing the great object of their 
desires ; till, at length, wearied with this apparently fruitless method of pur- 
suit, they have simply left themselves in the hands of God without reserve 5 
and have believed, in accordance with his own declaration, that he did now 
accept them. And thus ceasing from their own unavailing efforts, to which 
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perhaps they were secretly but wickedly inclined to attach some personal 
merit, they have entered, by simple faith alone, into the favor and the rest of - 
God. They are from that moment cut off from the fatal system, which de- 
mands a sign or manifestation, either inward or outward, additional to the 


_ tere word of God and confirmatory of it, and from all preconceived and 
‘self-originated notions of what they should like to have and what they should © 


not like to have; and have become, as already remarked, like little children ; 

willing to let their heavenly Father guide them, without i imposing upon him 
any conditions, willing to have much or little, to be wise or to be ignorant, to 
go or stay, to sit down or rise up, to speak or be silent, to be honored or 


dishonored, to be on the mount of joy.or in the valley of — and sor — 


row, to be any thing or nothing, just at God wills. 
2. It is proper to remark further, that the principle, which has ese laid 


_ down in its general form, is applicable also in particular cases. That is to 


Bay, it is not only in this manner, that we may be led to experience the gen- 


‘uine sanctification of the heart in the more general sense of the terms; but 


it is in this manner also, as it seems to me, that we are to receive the partio- 


_ ular graces, appropriate to particular occasions, which are involved in sancti- 


fication. It is well understood, I suppose, that the energies of a sanctified 
heart are not always the same; but are appropriate to their occasions. If, 
for instance, I reed especial wisdom and prudence, appropriate to a particu 


Jar trying crisis, I must go to God and ask for it, just as I had done before in 


relation to the general object of sanctification; FIRST, in the spirit of entire 


consecration, and sEconp, in the exercise of simple faith. And by faith 
here, it is hardly necessary to repeat, after what has been said, we mean a 


faith, which fully believes that God will do, and that he does even Now ac- 


-complish that which he has promised. I recollect to have heard a Congrega- 


tional minister assert on some public occasion, that, TO PRAY ARIGHT IS TO 


RECEIVE. ‘This declaration obviously embodies the great principle now 


under consideration. Many persons go to God and ask earnestly for the 
things they need; but they appear to have no faith that God will hear them, 
or that he does now hear them, unless they have a sign, a manifestation, a 
visible outward sight or an inward audible voice, or the definite experience 
af some preconceived feeling, or something, (it makes but little difference _ 
what it is,) which they expect to use and which they do use, as a PROP FOR 
THEIR FAITH TO REST UPON, instead of letting it rest upon the sure and 
blessed Word of God. O, the unutterable blindness of the human nind, 
when left to itself! To look at any thing but the simple declaration of God, 
and to require any thing but that as a ground of. belief, is to go directly out 
of the true path. It is, as it seems to us, deliberately and of choice to throw 
away those precious gifts which faith imparts. It is made known through- 
out the Scriptures, deliberately, repeatedly, and with the clearness of a sun- 
beam, that the life of God in the soul is, and must be, A LIFE OF SIMPLE 
FaitH. And in the exercise of this faith, it may be regarded as certain, that, 


when we pray for those spiritual gifts and exercises which we knew to be 
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agreeable to the will of God, we shall not only have them, but if the present 
time is really the appropriate time for them, WE DO HAVE THEM Now. We 
do not say, that the specific blessing either comes now or will come here- — 
after, in precise accordance with our preconceived opinions; but that makes 
no difference as to the fact. And we may add here, it is the uniform testi- 
mony of those who have been enabled to live the life of faith, that they have — 


- always found God faithful to his word; they have had wisdom, and humility, 
and gratitude, and peace of spirit, and purity of heart, just as they have asked 
| for it, when they have asked fully believing in God’s promise, and in the ac- 


tual bestowment of the blessing in its proper time and place, according to 
The readers of the Guide will find the principles of this article confirmed 


by a considerable number of the experiences which have appeared in it. 


A. 


“THE WAY OF HOLINESS” 
IS THERE NOT A SHORTER WAY? 


SECTION 


“Here, in thine own appointed way, 
I wait to learn thy will; 
‘Silent I stand before thy face, 
And hear thee say, ‘Be still! 
Be still! and know that Iam God!’ 
Tis all I wish to know, 
To feel the virtue of thy blood, 
And spread its praise below.” 


Thus admonished, she began to anticipate, with longings un- 
utterable, the fulfilment of the word upon which she had been 
enabled to rest her hope. esl 

Yet these exercises, though so deep as to assure the heart, 
most powerfully and permanently, ‘‘ that the word of the Lord 1s 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart ;” yet they were not of that distressing character 
which her preconceived opinions had rendered necessary, prepa 
atory to entering into a state of holiness. ea 
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The Way to Holiness.” 


So far from having those overwhelming perceptions of guilt, 
on which she afterward saw she had been too much disposed to 
place reliance, as somewhat meritorious, she was constantly and 
consciously growing in grace daily — yea, even hourly, her hea- 
venward progress seemed marked as by the finger of God. | 

No gloomy forebodings that she was not a child of. God dim- 


med her spiritual horizon, presenting fearful anticipations of im- 


pending wrath. ‘There had been a period in her experience, 
some time previous to that under present consideration, from 


which she had not one lingering doubt of her -acceptance with 
God, as .a member of the household of faith. But, conscious’ 
that she had not the witness of entire consecration to God, nei- 


ther the assurance that the great deep of her heart, the fountain 
from whence action emanates, was pure, which at this time stood 
before the vision of her mind as two distinct objects, (yet which, ~ 
as she afterward perceived, most clear'y merged in one,) and im- 
pelled onward also by such an intense desire to be fruitful in 
every good work, the emotions of her spirit could not perhaps be 
more clearly expressed than in the nervous language of the poet — 
“My heart-strings groan with deep complaint, 
_ My flesh lies gasping, Lord, for thee ; 
And every limb, and every joint, 
Stretches for perfect purity.” 


And yet, to continue poetic language, it was a “ sweet distress,” 


for the word of the Lord continuously said to her heart, “The ~~ 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities ; 


» and conscious that she had sub- 


mitted herself to the dictations of the Spirit, a sacred conviction 
took possession of her mind that she was being led into all truth. 
‘Stand still, and see the salvation of God,’ was now the lis- 


tening attitude in which her soul eagerly waited before the Lord; 


and it was but a few hours after the above encouraging admoni- 
tion had been spoken to her heart that she set apart a season to 
wait before the Lord especially for the bestowment of the object, 
or rather the two distinct objects previously stated. 

On first kneeling, she thought of resolving that she would con- 
tinue to wait before the Lord until the desire of her heart was 
granted. But the adversary, who had stood ready to withstand 
every progressive step, suggested, “ Be careful, God may disap- 
point your expectations ; and suppose you should be left to wres- 


ue all night; ay, and all the morrow too?” 


She had even felt it a matter of momentous import to say, 
either with the language of the heart or lip, “1 have lifted my 
hand to God ;” and for a moment hesitated whether she should 
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really determine to continue in a waiting attitude, until the desire 
of her heart was fulfilled; but afterward concluded to rest the 
matter thus: One duty can never, in the order of God, interfere 
with another ; and, unless necessarily called away by surrounding 
circumstances, [ will, in the strength of grace, wait till my heart 
is assured, though it may be all night, and all the morrow too. 
And here most emphatically could she say, she was led by a_ 
“way she knew not’”’—so simple, so clearly described, and urg-— 
ed by the word of the Lord, and yet so often overlooked, for want 
of that child-like simplicity which, without reasoning, takes God | 
at his word. It was just while engaged in the act of preparing 
the way, as she deemed, to some great and undefinable exercise, 
that the Lord; through the medium of faith in his written word, 
led her astonished soul directly into the “ way of holiness,” where, 

with unutterable delight, she found the comprehensive desires of 
her soul blended and satisfied in the fulfilment of the command, 

It was thus, waiting child of Jesus, that this traveller in the 

King’s highway was directed onward, through the teachings of 
the word of God. and induced so confidently to affirm, in reply 
_ to the brother, “ There is a shorter way.” 


THERE IS A SHORTER WAY. 
SECTION IV. 


‘Thou message from the skies! 
Ray for the rayless heart! 
- Thou fount of wisdom for the wise! 
A balm for all thou art. 


- Man of my counsel, thou! 
Blessings untold rejoice 
The heart of those who meekly bow, — 
To listen to thy. voice. 


It was on this wise that the word of the Lord, the “ book of 
books,” as a “ mighty counsellor,” urged her onward, and by un- 
erring precept directed every step of the way. And as each pro- 
gressive step by which she was ushered into the enjoyment of 
this blessed state of experience was as distinctly marked, by its 
holy teachings, as those already given, may it not be presumed, 
that some heretofore wavering one may be induced to rest more 
confidently in the assurance that “the word of the Lord is tried,” 
and is the same in its immutable nature as the Faithful and True, 
by stating, as nearly as will comport with the brevity required, 
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“ The Way of Holiness.” 


the steps, as successively taken, by which this disciple of Jesus en- 
tered? 

Over and again, previous to the time mentioned, had she 
endeavored to give herself away in .covenant to God. But she 
had never, till this hour, deliberately resolved on counting the 
cost, with the solemn intention to “reckon herself dead indeed. 
unto sin, but alive unto God through our Lord Jesus;” to account 
herself permanently the Lord’s, and in verity no more at her own 
disposal, but irrevocably the Lord’s property, for time and eter- 
nity. Now, in the name of the Lord Jehovah, after having de- 
liberately “counted the cost,’ she resolved to enter into the 
bonds of an everlasting covenant, with the fixed purpose to count 
_all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus, that she 
might know him and the power of his resurrection, by being made 
conformable to his death, and raised to an entire newness of life. 

Apart from any excitement of feeling, other than the sacred 
awe inspired by the solemnity of the act, she now, in experiment- 
al verity, did lay hold upon the terms of the covenant by which 
God has condescended to bind himself to his people, being wil- 
ling, yea, even desirous, to bring down the responsibility of a per- 
petual engagement upon herself, even in the sight of heaven. So 
intensely was she desirous that earth should usurp a claim no 
more, she asked that the solemn act might be recorded before the 
eternal throne, that the “host of the Lord that encamp around 
about them that fear him” might bear witness, and also the in- 
numerable company of the redeemed blood-washed spirits, should — 
behold yet another added to their choir in spirit, and also in song ;. 
and though still a resident of earth, they should witness the 
- ceaseless return of all her redeemed powers, through Christ, as- 
cending as an acceptable sacrifice. The obligation to take the 
service of God as the absorbing business of life, and to regard | 
heaven as her native home, and the accumulation of treasure in 
heaven the chief object of ambition, was at this solemn moment 
entered upon. 

On doing this, a hallowed sense of consecration took posses- 
sion of her soul; a divine conviction that the covenant was rec- 
ognized in heaven, accompanied with the assurance that the seal, 
proclaiming her wholly the Lord’s, was set: while a consciousness, 
deep and abiding, that she had been but a co-worker with God 
in this matter added still greater confirmation to her conceptions 
of the extent and permanency of those heaven-inspired exercises, 
by which a mighty work had been wrought in and for her soul, 
which she felt assured would tell on her eternal destiny, even 
after myriads of ages had been spent in the eternal world. 
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But she did not at the moment regard the state into which she 
had been brought as the “ way of holiness,” neither had the word 
holiness been the most prominent topic during this solemn trans- 
action. Conformity to the will of God in all things was the 
absorbing desire of her heart. Yet after having passed through 
these @xercises she began to give expression to her full soul thus: 
“Tam wholly thine! Thou dost reign unrivalled in my heart! 
There is not a tie that binds me to earth; every tie has been sev- 
ered, and now [ am wholly, wholly thine!” While lingering on 
the last words, the Holy Spint appealingly repeated the confident 
expressions to her heart, thus: What! wholly the Lord’s? Is 
not this the holiness that God requires? What have you more 
to render? Does God require more than all? Hath he issued 
the command, “ Be ye holy,” and not given the ability with the 
command for the performance of it? Is he a hard master, un- 
reasonable in his requirements? She now saw, in a convincing 
light, her error in regarding holiness as an attainment beyond her 
reach, and stood reproved, though consciously shielded by 
atonement from condemnation, and enjoying the blessedness of 
that soul “to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” : 

And now the eyes of her understanding were more fully open- 
ed, and founded on eternal faithfulness did she find the words of 


the Savior, “If any man will do his will he shall know of the 
doctrine.” — Christian Adv. and Jour.) 


ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION —ITS NATURE. 


We have seen that Dr. Pond defines Christian perfection to 
be a state of confirmed sanctification —a confirmed state of per- 
fect holiness— the very perfection of the heavenly state — the 
very perfection of the Divine Being. Dr. Woods also defines it 
in the same way. And I am ready to say with Dr. Pond, there 
is “no such perfection here.’ And I am prepared to prove that 
there is no such state required of us here. 

For the state described by him is inconsistent with a state of pro- 
bation, and inconsistent with a state of temptation, and inconsis- 
tent with the Christian conflict. It is in fact a state of final and 
everlasting attainment, a state of retribution and not of trial. Dr. 
Pond urges, as one of his prominent objections to the doctrine 


& 
+ 
a 
‘ 
|. 
‘ } 
. 
Fe 
“ak 
| 
| 
>», 
| 
. 
a 
| 
-~ recy 
% 
| 
Bo ‘ 
t 
et 
© 
nH 
4 
4) 
. 
¥ 
uae 
id 


Entire Sanctification. eae Q25 


of Christian perfection, p. 30, “that the Christian life on earth is 
a state of warfare ;’’ and therefore, according to his view of per-— 
fection, it is a state in which there is no warfare. None of the 


writers that I have examined, ever represent the state of entire 


sanctification, as a state in which the Christian conflict is ended. 
Professor Upham says, ‘“ Guide to.Christian Perfection,” Vol. 

2, No. 1, and he expresses my own sentiments: ‘ As sanctified 

persons as well as others are constantly exposed to temptation, it 


‘seems to follow and it should be ever kept in mind, that there is 
no such thing as absolute and unchangeable holiness in the 
present life; that 1s to say, a holiness from which there is no 


possibility of falling away. Holy persons not only live by faith 
on the Son of God, but they live by the moment. ‘There is a 


constant application by faith to the sufficiency there is in Christ, 


so that they can say, “I live, not yet I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
So that holiness here on earth is nothing more nor less than per- 
petual warfare, (or at least liability to perpetual warfare,) crown- 
ed with perpetual victory, and “this is the victory that overcom- 
eth the world, even our faith.” [Let no one suppose he can fold 


his arms in slumber and be safe. Let no one suppose because he 


has gotten the victory, that the warfare is ceased. This would 
be placing us in a better situation than our Master, who had buf- 
fetings and trials to the end.” 


@ 


The Rev. S. S. Smith, a Congregational minister of Newton, 


Mass., says, Guide, Vol. 2, No. 7, ‘The baptism of the Holy 


Ghost did not translate the apostles into a state of confirmed 
sanctification or sinless perfection. By ‘sinless perfection,’ I 


understand a ‘state of sanctification, in which there 1s not a 


momentary liability to fall into sin, and which does not call for 
continual watchfulness and prayer. Such a state is no where to 
be found this side heaven, and is no where demanded of us in 
the Bible. It would not be a state of probation, but of final at- 


tainment — of retribution.” 
Let it be understood then that entire sanctification in this life 


does not mean confirmed sanctification ; that condition in which 
the Christian’s conflict ends, is reserved for the heavenly state. 


To that, Paul tells us that he had not attained, Phil. ii. 12. While 
it is manifest, (as we shall by and by endeavor to show,) that he 
attained to a state of entire sanctification. 
Nor do we mean by entire sanctification, freedom from mis- 
takes and errors in judgment. Our knowledge must be abso- 
lutely infinite before we can be free from error in our mental de- 
cisions. As long as our knowledge is imperfect, we shall be lia- 
ble to mistakes. But Dr. Woods represents perfection in holiness 
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as a state in which we are free from mistakes. He says, Bib. Rep. 
for April, 1841, p. 433, “The moral law will not adapt its re- 
quirements to our mistakes, &c.’’ Now I affirm that the moral 
law cannot demand freedom from mistakes, unless it demands 
absolute perfection in knowledge. We admit there may be sins 
of ignorance, where persons fail to acquire the knowledge they 
might; but there may be errors in judgment, or mistakes, where 
persons have impressed their minds to the utmost, that do not in- 
volve any moral obliquity. 

_ Nor do we mean by entire holiness one unvarying state of 
feeling. This the moral law cannot require of us, without re- 
quiring absolute impossibilities. Our motions are not directly 
under the control of our wills. Holiness in the sight of God does 
not mainly consist in excited feeling, but rather in the purity and 
benevolence of the heart, and the steadfastness of the purpose. 

Nor do we mean by entire holiness in this life absolute free- 
dom from wandering thoughts in devotion. We do mean free- 
dom from all sinful thoughts. But all wandering thoughts in 
devotion are not necessarily sinful. For instance, suppose a god- 
ly man while on his way to the house of worship, should hear 
that a distant friend of his was in a state of extreme suffering. 
It would be impossible for that man during the worship to have — 
no thoughts of his suffering friend. But a person ina state of | 
sanctification will not be troubled with wandering thoughts in de 
votion. His whole soul will go out sweetly and spontaneously 
after God; though there may be occasional events that will cause 
his thoughts to wander without sinning — without corrupting his 
heart... 
Nor do we mean by entire holiness in this life, freedom from 

infirmities and afflictions. Dr. Woods describes Christian per 
fection as a state in which we are exempt from afflictions. Sams 
No. pp. 422-3. We admit that if a person was entirely and per- 
manently sanctified, God would ‘not visit. him with direct chas 
tisements. For, as Dr. Woods says, “ He chastises that we may 
_ become partakers of his holiness.” But still if we were in a state 
of entire holiness in this life, we should be subject to the natural 
consequences of having previously violated the physical laws of 
our being, or to the consequences of physical laws, that perhaps 
were violated by our ancestors. Physical evil, as a consequence 
of a violation of a physical law, may be visited upon an individ- 
ual in this life, who has attained to entire holiness. The cospel 
has made no provision to exempt man in this life from the con- 


sequences of violated physical law. Sin has entered into the 
world, and suffering and death must follow. 
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Nor do we mean, as we have already wntimated, bye entire ho- oY 
liness, freedom from the Christian conflict. We do mean free- “eH | 
dom from that wretched and debasing conflict that consists in the i 
accusations of conscience against indwelling sins. But we be 
_ hieve that many professing Christians have mistaken the true na- 
ture of the Christian conflict, which we shall show by and by. 

Nor do we mean that a man would instantly die if he were 
to be entirely holy.. There is a tradition in the churches, that a 
man would instantly die if he did his whole duty, if he perfectly 
obeyed the moral law. But the Bible says the wicked shall not 

live out half their days. And I am inclined to think if a person - 
were to love God with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself, 
that he would be more likely to live a long, useful, peaceful and 
happy life, though I may be accounted fanatical for this opinion. 

But tf a person were entir ely sanctified, he would not only be | 
Sree from the dominion of sin, but he would be dead to sin.—_ 
Rom. vi. 2—14. 

2, He would be without a sense of condemnation. Bowe. Vii. 
Joba ii, 21. 
8. He would be spiritually minded and enjoy delightful com-_ 
munion with God through Jesus Christ. Rom. vi. 5, 6. 

4. He would enjoy the witness of the Holy Spirit. Rom. a 16. 

5. He would have much of heaven on earth. 

In the language of Prof. Upham, “ He has a present conscious- 
ness that every thing at the present moment is night within. The 
love of God is so restored and built up in his heart, that all the 
appetites and affections and propensities are kept in their right 
place. And consequently sin, which consists in the wrong or 
perverted exercise of these principles, is cast out. In this state 
of mind he has a delightful feeling of inward purity and peace. 
To the eye of internal consciousness, his soul instead of being 
spotted and clouded with transgression, exhibits the clearness of 
a cloudless sky, and the calmness of a summer’s lake.” 

In the conclusion of the article from which this extract is tak- 
en, Prof. Upham says, Guide, Vol. 2, No. 1, “The doctrine of 
holineas. when rightly understood, is defensible on rational and 
philosophic, as well as scriptural erounds, It is such a doctrine 
as right reason approves : and it commends itself to the common 
sense and conscience of mankind. No man need be ashamed of 
it; and blessed are they who receive and practice it.’ 

‘You must indulge me a little longer on the “ nature of entire 
— sanctification in shies life.’ Until this question is settled, all dis- 
pute will be in vain. I wish to show what the moral lw means ; 


what is implied in supreme love to God and equal love to man. 
Cong. Observer. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


DIFFERENCE OF EXPERIENCE, 


THE DIFFERENCE IN THE EXPERIENCE OF ONE, AFTER BEING SANC- 


TIFIED WHOLLY, FROM WHAT IT WAS IN THE JUSTIFIED STATE, 


SO CALLED —IN TWO RESPECTS. 


Every state in life admits of variety, and different experience. 


The difference in che experience of two persons may give some 
evidence of the unlikeness of their circumstances — or the dif- 
ference in the experience of the same individual may prove a 


different state of mind or of circumstances. | 


By way of distinguishing or illustrating the difference between 


a state of justification and sanctification (to some undistinguish- 
1. The difference in the nature of the conflict to be sustained. 


Ineither the justified or sanctified state, there is to be a con- 


stant conflict with temptation. The person justified, may be 
compared (his heart) to a fort, where the enemy has been taken 


prisoner, now disarmed and under guard. The person sanctified 
is as one in the sole possession of the fort, with the enemy all 


outside. ‘The prince of this world cometh but hath nothing in 


me.” His warfare is, emphatically, to keep them there. The 


former’s warfare is to keep them under, quiet, and if possible to 


‘prevent an insurrection. The heart of the one is like the flower 


bed strewed with weeds, choking and retarding the growth and 
beauty of the plants. That of the other, is like the bed whereon 
grow no weeds, where the strength of the soil, and the skill of 


the dresser are devoted to the beauty and vigor of the pure 


plant. 
2. The difference in the strength of the feeling of dependen- 


cy upon Christ in these two states. — The real sense of entire | 
dependence upon Christ for every thing, is much stronger, much — 


more deeply felt by the one who is in the sanctified state — but 
his confidence in the Savior is equal to his sense of dependence, 
consequently far more commanding than that enjoyed by the jus- 
tified person, because of necessity he sinks more out of self; and 
herein is illustrated that passage of scripture —‘‘When [ am 


weak then I am strong.” Let us suppose a case to illustrate this 


point: Upon a desert island the poor mariner is cast, where there 


is found also a rich nobleman, who for his personal safety, and 


that of his estate, has here fortified himself, with ample provisions, 
both in kind and quality, for an indefinite time. Now upon this 
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island there are to be found a few berries, on its shores a few 


shell-fish, upon which the shipwrecked man may subsist. Win- 
ter 1s in prospect, and in view of the probability of those scanty 


resources being cut off, he feels a degree of dependence upon the 
generosity of the rich nobleman, in prospect; but so long as 
there is any thing upon which to subsist, he does not feel it so_ 


entirely. Now comes the chilly frost, the fleecy snow—now the 
shores are strewed with rude masses of ice— his resources are 


now entirely cut off, he now depends upon the nobleman’s liber- 


ality entirely or dies. The degree of the feeling of dependence __ 


is the thing here intended to be illustrated; and the circumstan- 
ces of the person with his berries and shell-fish, and without 


: them, yet, within the reach of attainment of the rich man’s boun- 
_ fies, illustrate the difference in the degrees of the feeling of de- 


pendence. The very nature of the professions made by the two, 
renders it absolutely necessary that this entire and partial feeling 
of dependence follow. 

The sanctified person professes a life which is suspended every 
MOMENT by faith on the Son of God. He feels the imperious 
necessity of “beholding” by an eye of faith the Lamb of God 


which taketh away the sins of the world’? —of constantly “look- 


ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of his faith.” His lan- 
guage Is, 
“ Every moment, Lord, I need 
The merits of thy blood.” 


- The justified person stands at a fearful elevation, partly support- 


ed by a temporary scaffolding and partly by a line let down as it 
were from the skies— while the sanctified is supported solely 
by his faith’s grasp upon this cord of love. But while he is-thus 
stripped so entirely of all self-dependencies and thereby rendered 
so perfectly dependent, he is freely admitted to the table of his 
Lord, feasts upon the richest dainties, is clothed with the most 
beautiful raiment, and admitted: to the most intimate and perfect 
communion and intimacy with his bountiful Lord and Master. 


“QO, glorious hope of perfect love! 
It lifts me up to things above ; 
It bears on eagles’ wings; 
It gives my ravished soul a taste, 
And makes me for some moments feast 
With Jesus’ priests and kings.” 
Holliston, March 31, 1843. J. 5.5. 
20 
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GOSPEL HOLINESS. 
A SERMON—BY SUMMERFIELD. 


Part. i. 8-11.— For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of 


And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; that ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 


without offence till the day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness, whic 


are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 


I am fond of entering into the very spirit in which the apostle writes, that 


I may feel as he felt: it is always profitable, and perhaps the most effectual 


means, under the Holy Spirit, of causing the blessings which he wished shed. 
on them, diffused abroad. For want of this being attended to by modern 
preachers, we lose the spirit of primitive times! =: | 

_ How solemn his asseveration: “ God is my record!” I call on him to wit- 
ness — he is ever before me, and reads my heart: he is, then, my witness, 
“how greatly I long after you all!” Wow ardent! He loved them with 
almost boundless affection! The idea he wishes to convey is that of a wo-- 
man in travail. I long—JI am in pain for you all till you be safely landed, 

“ Far from a world of grief and sin, — 
With God eternally shut in.” 


" In the bowels of Jesus Christ.” It is hardly possible to paraphrase this — 
the bowels, the compassion of Christ. O! the heart of Jesus! the yearning 
of his bowels over his children! Paul loved them with an affection like 
this; and let me observe, no man who has not felt the compassion of Jesus, 
who has not something of his benignity —of his heart, something of his 
sympathies, is qualified for usefulness in the church of God! I speak to 
you, not as ministers, but as leaders of the flock of Jesus; the lambs you are 
appointed to lead into the tender grass and beside the still waters of comfort. 
Seek to have the sympathies of the God-man, who “can be touched,” and of 


his apostle, who says, “ Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, 


and I burn not 2” 


_ © And this Ipray, that your love may abound yet more and more.” Doubtless this 
means your love to each other; but shall we say it does not also mean your 
love to the Supreme Good ? Yea, rather let us say it means first your love 
to Him, and then your love to each other. N ow, he prays that their love may 
abound! It, of course, implies that they had this love, this charity towards 
God. What is the foundation of this love? “He loved me, and gave him- 
self for me.” When the soul believes that truth with the heart, it takes hold 
on God, for it is the marrow of the gospel. And let a man feel this saving 
truth, and he will love the brotherhood ; loving the Redeemer, he will love 
the redeemed. The heart of man is naturally hard; Divine love can soften 
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it; and think not that the heavenly flame, thus kindled in the heart, loses 
| itself amid its kindred fire burning betore the throne of God and'the Lamb, 
blending with his holiness; no, it acts upon that from whence it proceeds ; 
the Divine heat softens the hard heart er makes it flow; it diffuses itself 
to all mankind. | 

But Paul prays that it may abound “ yet more and more.” Here is the meas- 
ure of his love! It i is like the stone cast on the amodth » sea; it describes first 


ae small circle, it increases more and more, and perturbates all the water, and - 


is only bounded by the measure of the wide abyss! So let this Divine 
_ charity find place in the heart of man: the circle is formed, perhaps among 
kindred spirits, or those joined by ties of friendship and affection ; it widens; 
another and another circle is described; his feelings extend to all, and know 
no other measure than the wide extent of God’s creation! Now it abounds 
more and more; it is the love of Christ; and till you can limit the illimita- 
ble love of Jesus, or bound his boundless compassion, you can never confine | 
the love of the pious soul towards the children of men! 

“In all knowledge.” Religion is not a mere excrescence, which grows out 
of a want of intellect; no: ignorance is not the mother of devotion. I"eel- 
ing they lacked wisdom, they had asked of Ged. It is Godly wisdom 
(Styles) — in “ all knowledge ; ” yes, the more we know, the more we love; 
the more clear ate our views of God in Christ, the more our hearts will glow 
towards him. Shame to hear persons complain of want of love. It is 
because they do not know Him enough. 


“Tf all the seesid my Jesus knew, 
Then all the world would love him too.” 


Luther said “every thing concerning Jesus is lovely to such a soul — the 
‘bloody head, hands, back, feet, heart of Jesus are all lovely — altogether 
lovely!” The cross of Christ — glory in it! (What is love? It is the effect _ 
produced by an object which appears to me altogether amiable; my mind 
draws the picture of his excellencies in all their beauty, and produces in me 
admiration, delight, esteem.) The more you know him, the more you love 
him: be not afraid of loving too much. I pity those who fear they can love 
too much. “Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thyself overwise ; 
why shouldst thou destroy thyself?” Wesley was not afraid of the doctrine 
of perfect love; this was the perfection he aimed at; not sinless perfection, 
but a being made perfect in love! This is being “ filled with the fulness of 
God.” The reason of our declension in the love of God is, we do not seek 
to know him enough. Do you often visit him? Do you often meet him in 
secret? O! he is lovely: he delights to meet with thee in private ; he has 
things to reveal to thee which he does not unto the world. Go oftener to 
meet the object of thy love, and thou wilt love him more. et ee 

And Jet me observe concerning this love of God, it is boundless ; there is 
not a creature under heaven who. is not the object of it. If you deny, I put 
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my hand upon the Bible and say, produce your reason. There is no being, 
the offspring of his wisdom and power, who is not the object of hislove! 
“ And in all judgment.” The meaning is, in all scriptural discernment, that 
they may know things from things. Now there is an analogy in our minds 
to our bodies — the. five senses are used as applicable to the mind. The 
man instrueted now in all knowledge sees God! his faith, realizing the 
Divine truth —“ He loved me, and gave himself for me”—sees it set before — 
his eyes; Jesus Christ set forth crucified for me! It hears him; the heart is 
susceptible of every word of God! He “tastes that the Lord is gracious.” 
He smells the odor of the Word of Life —he handles, he touches ; and the 
Divine touch thrills through every power of his soul! He comes into contact 
with the Deity. He meets God in his word, and he has a spiritual discern-. 
ment in all things —“he now knows to refuse the evil and to choose the 
“That ye may approve things that are excellent.” First prove them, and then 
approve of the more excellent way. Awful fact, that few Christians choose 
the more excellent way; languor, indifference, &c., come over them, and 
there is not a pressing, a following hard after God. Hence they are scarcely 
saved; saved on a plank. O for the excellent way! My brethren, seek — 
after it. It is not the fervors of human passion which would burn the body 
for a fellow creature ; but it is the pure flame of the love of God! having full, 
© That ye may be sincere.” In love nothing can be analyzed; it is pure ; no 
flaw, no sunbeam, &c.; “without offence ;” no stumbling-block. Love was 
never a stumbling-block. Men have contended about faith and opinions, but 
the devil could never make love a rock of offence. If I have the love of 
God [ will not offend him; no, nor any who ts the object of his love—no man 
willingly. | 


“ Tul the day of ‘Christ °— to my life’s end. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS AND EXERCISES. 


SUBMISSION TO GOD IN HIS PROVIDENCES. 


While the heart of the Christian rejoices in the revealed will 
of God, and is daily seeking conformity to all its requirements, 
there is often a misgiving, a drawing back from a cheerful acqui- 
escence in the providences of God, and the daily occurrences of 
life. ‘There are so many combined agencies, so many second | 
causes at work, the mind, almost unconscious to itself, rests in 
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them, not seeing God’s hand as directing or permitting them. 


- Did the Christian clearly see and feel that God speaks in each 


event of his providence, he would charge his soul to love the 


providence, to rejoice in it, however dark and mysterious it might. 


be. When we say with Christ, “I come to do thy will, O God, 
we must have in view, not only the revealed will of God, but his 


will as taking place, as being accomplished in the events of each 


day. Did not our great Exemplar, while engaged about his’ Fa- 


ther’s business, act each day and hour in exact conformity to 


God’s providence, waiting for the time to come when all God’s © 
purposes should be accomplished in Him? Who that studies his 
life will not see that he lived in the will of God as manifested in 
his providences, thus developing the written will of God;—the 
providences themsclves gave the occasion for the fulfillment of the 
Word. Jesus was called the “‘ Word of God.” It became him 
to fulfil all righteousness. In him all scripture was fulfilled, by 
the developements of God’s Providence. Thus it must be with 
his followers. In their measure, and in their station, the word 
must be accomplished in them. For example. How shall the 
command, to love our enemies, to pray for them that despitefully — 
use us, be fulfilled in us, if we have no enemics, find none who 
This submission of the will to God in his providences, is the 
only true test of our faith, and our love. zach day brings with: 
it a lesson of experience on this subject; and thus the provi- 
dences of God become an object of every day’s observation and 
study. By this rule, we can determine every day where we are ; 
whether or not we love or choose God’s will, whatever it may be 


concerning us, however humbling, and crossing to nature. Nature 


may feel smitten and tried, but does the holy principle within us 


still cry, “‘ Not my will, O God, but thine be done?” Here, in 
this true submission, we find the secret of those, who are enabled 
to cast all their care upon God. ‘They live in his providence, as_ 
developed daily, careful for nothing, receiving all as from Him,— 

their deprivations and sorrows, as well as their comforts and joys. — 
Thus they arrive at something of that peace of mind, which the 
saints in heaven enjoy. . Are they anxious? have they any care? 


No, they have lost themselves in God. God’s will is all to them. 


And are the saints on earth overlooked, forgotten, and left a prey 

to the world, to Satan? No, God as truly watches over and de- 

fends them, and apportions them their lot, as he guards the saints 

in heaven. Their afflictions and trials are, it may be, the special 

tokens of his love; that which costs him the greatest sacrifice to 
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send upon them. Shall the healing medicine be refused, because, 
it has a bitter taste? Shall the kind hand that reaches us the 
cup, be treated rudely? O, did we see a Father’s hand in each 
event of life preparing us for heaven, we should ever say, “ thy will, 
be done”: 


P. L. Use 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
‘PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Some twenty-five years since, my mind was called up to the 
importance of attending to my soul’s salvation; and feeling m 
_ deep ingratitude to God,.I was led to inquire what I should do to 
be saved from my sins. In this situation I was led by the Holy 

Spirit to use the means of grace in the form of prayer and fast- 
ing. While thus engaged, God in mercy spoke peace to my soul 
—although at the time I did not experience all of that ecstacy 

of joy that has been described by others, but felt that load of sin 
and guilt that was pressing me to the earth, removed, — and 
thanks be to Almighty God, that He gave me strength to press 
forward in the straight and narrow path, that leads to life ever- 
lasting. While thus travelling, my joys did increase. O, what 
delight has filled my soul in bearing the cross of Christ. 

- I would write with particular reference to a season some two 
. years since, when the Lord filled me with love. It was at a time 

when a special effort was to be made for the purpose of dedicat- 
ing the church of which I wasa member anew to God’s service, and 
also for the salvation of souls then in a«state of alienation from 
their Savior. It was at that time when I began to feel more than 
ever the importance of consecrating my all to Christ and his ser- 
vice, and at the same time felt an unusual solicitude for the 
church of God —that it might be asa city setona hill. With 
these convictions I made my wants known to God by prayer and 
fasting. After continuing a season in this manner, my soul was 

filled with love to God and the whole world. Such was my ful- 
ness of joy that I was awaked at midnight while repeating this 
sentence — “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace and 
good will tomen;” my mind became so filled with spiritual things 
that it led me to see and feel such a beauty, glory and fulness in 
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the Savior as was altogether beyond any thing that I had ever 
before experienced. And surely my peace was like a river; I — Fh 
could feel to say, ‘‘ truly my fellowship is with the Father, and | 
with his Son Jesus Christ.”’ I cannot express the fulness that I He 
beheld in the Bible, —especially that part of it which spoke of 


Christ, the cross, and salvation. , it was a theme that filled my 
soul to that degree for a number of days, that the desire for — 
food and sleep to a great measure departed. Most vividly did I 
‘see and feel the emptiness of all things of an earthly nature,— — 
while at the same time | felt to value and enjoy them in a three- | a 
fold degree more than before. Never previously did I feel to that c 
extent my entire nothingness and dependence upon God. With ie 
these feelings my confidence and faith in Christ became strong. hy 
_ It was then of a truth, while calling on the name of the Lord, ae 
that I felt his Spirit making intercession for me. ae 
I would say that the above exercises of mind have had a salu-— 
tary effect upon me from that time to the present; and I can 
now realize that the path of him that serveth his Maker is as the 
shining light, that grows brighter and better, and will, even unto) at 
the perfect day. 


LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN TO HIS WIFE. 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 7 


In my last letter, I made a few remarks on the baptism of the _ ‘ 
Holy Spirit. Some additional thoughts on this subject have since oe 
suggested themselves to my mind, to which I will now direct yours 
attention. I believe there is a very common mistake among a 
Christians, respecting the relations of the different persons of the 


Trinity to the work of sanctification in the heart of the believer. , i- 
The common opinion seems to be this. The Father sends the S| , 
| Son into the world to make atonement for sin, and thus lay the f A 
i foundation for our redemption. Christ, having accomplished this, « 
retires from the earth, and sends the Holy Spirit to complete the ' gg 
| work of redemption, in the conviction and conversion of sinners, pits 


and the sanctification of believers. In this latter work, neither 4 
the Father nor the Son have any direct agency. It is the exclu- | | 
sive work of the Spirit; just as making the atonement was the " 
exclusive work of Christ. Now the conceptions of those who | 
hold these views, must be very vague and undefined, in respect 
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to what is really intended by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Equally vague and undefined must be their views of the work of 
the Spirit in sanctification. ; phere 
A few passages of scripture will enable me to give you a dix 
tinct apprehension of my views upon this subject. “ But of Him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” ‘God _ hath 
from the beginning, chosen you to salvation, through. sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” “The preaching of 
the cross,”’ that is, Christ who died upon the cross, “is to them 
that perish foolishness; but to us who are saved, it is the power 
of God,” and “ where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.” 
‘ But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” ‘ For God, who command- 
ed the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” « In the first passage, you will notice, that — 
“ Christ is said to be of God made unto us sanctification.” In | 
the next, believers are said to be saved, ‘through sanctification 
of the Spirit.” How shall these and kindred passages in the 
Bible, be reconciled?) How can Christ be our sanctification, and 
the Spirit our sanctifier? I answer, the Spirit sanctifies, by pre- 
senting Christ to the mind, so that we all with open face, behold- 
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
_ The Spirit does not sanctify independently of Christ; but by 
presenting Christ to the mind, so that the mind, in beholding his 
glory, is changed into his image. The Spirit sanctified Paul, by 
revealing Christ in him. In the same way, and in that way ex-_ 
Clusively, He carries on the work of sanctification in the heart of 
every believer. Thus Peter says of believers — “ Ye have puri- 
fied yourselves, by obeying the truth, through the Spirit.” ‘That 
4s, ye have purified yourselves by yielding to truth, and “Christ 
is the truth, and the way, and the life,” presented to your minds, 
by the Spirit. “Christ, is the power of God,” the power which 
the Spirit uses in our sanctification. When He sanctifies us, He 
“shines in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ,” that in seeing Christ 
as He is, “we may be like Him.” In all that the Spirit does, he 
never speaks of himself.” He never acts independently of Christ. 
“He takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us.” | 
| You will now understand distinctly, what is implied in being 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. Perhaps I can best illustrate my 
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meaning here by anexample. Christ had risen, and ascended on 
high, and was ‘seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
An hundred and twenty disciples of his, were assembled in. an 
upper room, waiting, in obédience to his command, the promise 


of the Spirit. ‘ And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, 


as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 


they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, 


like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all 


filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, - 


as the Spirit gave them utterance.” What did the Spirit do for 
them on that occasion? ‘This we learn from the effects visible in 
what they afterwards said and did. “ With a tongue of wisdom, 


with a boldness and energy,”’ which they never manifested before, 


they began to speak of the “wonderful works of God.” From 


that moment all fear of man, of toil, of suffering, and of death — 
itself was gone. They seemed to die at once to all things but. 


Christ. They gloried in nothing, but the cross of Christ. ‘To 
be counted worthy to suffer shame for his name,” was one of their 
most exalted privileges. From that moment, in language used on 
another occasion, “ ‘They knew nothing but Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” ‘They literally ‘‘ counted all things but loss, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus their Lord.” He 
was their wisdom, their righteousness, their sanctification, and re- 
demption. He was their consolation in every affliction. He was 
their perfect pattern, their sole leader and guide. He was their 


certain victory, in every conflict with the ‘“ world, the fiesh, and ~ 


the devil.” He was their joy, their hope, their inheritance, their 
shield, and their “ exceeding great reward.” He was their “bright 


and morning star ;”’ the magnet of their souls, which held all the © 


powers of their being in a blissful fixedness to one changeless 
centre.” Now, how evident it is that the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit on that occasion, consisted in a revelation of Jesus Christ, 
and the interest of his kingdom to their minds; and when the 
Holy Spirit shall thus reveal Christ in us, we shall be baptized of 
the Spirit as they were. In seeking the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, we are to seek such a revelation of Jesus Christ. ‘The 
riches of the glory of the mystery of the redemption, 1s Christ in 
us the hope of glory.” To reveal Christ in his people, so that 
‘‘we being delivered from our enemies, may serve God without 
fear, in righteousness and holiness before Him all the days of our 
life,” is the work of glory and love committed to the Spirit. 
When this work is fully accomplished in us, so that we are “ fill- 
ed with all the fulness of God,” we are bapuzed with the Holy 
Spirit, 
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we pray to Him. It is quite another thing to have a full and dis- 
tinct realization of this momentous truth. How often while we 
are engaged in prayer, does God seem to come to the mind, and 


cating with our spirits, nfaking us fully sensible of the fact, that 


God.” 


ence, thoughts, and feelings of God, and brings the Godhead into 
the soul, so that “our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
‘Son, Jesus Christ.” Is “the love of God shed abroad in our 
hearts?” It is “by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us.”’ Do 
the Father and the Son “ come and make their abode with us?” 


are “built together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 


we are filled with all the fulness of God?” It is to this very end 
that we are “strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner 


8 comforter. How much, then, ought we to enjoy? In Christ 


In my last letter, [ made a remark to this effect, that it is through 
the Spirit that we commune with God. It is one thing to believe 
that God is every where present, and consequently present when 


we have a consciousness, perfectly distinct, that he is communi- 


he is graciously listening to our requests, to our expressions of 
thanksgiving and love, and that we are speaking to him face 
to face. This is communing with God, this is “walking with | 


Now it is the Spirit which thus makes us sensible of the pres- 


Does “God walk with us and dwell in us?” It is because we 


Does Christ dwell in our hearts by faith?) Have we become 
rooted and grounded in love, and able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and _ height, 
and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, so that 


man.” It is the Spirit which brings all the glories of Christ into — 
the soul, and introduces us into the same relation to Him, that 
the dew drop sustains to the sun, a relation in which all the infi- 
nite glory of the Godhead is reflected by us, as far as the finite 
can reflect the infinite. 

What precious promises cluster around the gift of the Spirit 
in the Bible. “He shall lead you into all truth.” «He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, | 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” ‘He shall receive of mine, — 
and show it unto you.” ‘He dwelleth with you and shall be in 
you.” ‘ That he may abide with you for ever.” ‘ Ye are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise.” The Spirit is given to us as a 
teacher. How much, then, ought we to know? He is given as 


“we are complete,” and the Spirit is bestowed upon us, to give 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jesus Christ, that we may enjoy the fulness of Christ’s redemp- 
tion. We are commanded, in the Bible, to “be filled with the 
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Spirit.” Let us remember, that we have no more right to be des- 
titute of the Spirit, than we have to “blaspheme that worthy. 
name by which we are called.” “If we live in the Spirit, let’ us 
also walk in the Spirit.” — Oberlin Evangelist. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
CONSTITUTION OF THE EVANGELICAL TRACT SOCIETY. 
FORMED AT BOSTON, FEBRUARY 22, 1843. 


Articte 1. This Society shall be called the Evangelical Tract | 

Society. — The object of this society shall be to diffuse, by means 

of tracts and other publications, religious knowledge on the holiness 
practicable to Christians in this life. : 

Art. 2. The officers of this society shall be a president, vice 
president, secretary and treasurer, who, together with five direct- 

ors, shall constitute an executive committee, who shall transact 
the business of the society. — 

Art. 3. This society shall meet annually, on the last week of 

May; at which time the executive committee shall present a re- 
port of their doings, and the officers above designated shall be + 4 
chosen. Should such meeting at any time not be holden, the | . 
officers previously elected shall hold their office, till a meeting : _— 
called by the executive committee shall elect others to fill their | oe 

Art. 4. Any individual may become a member of this socicty, un ee 
by contributing annually to its funds to the amount of one dollar ; ~s 
any person who shall contribute ten dollars, shall be a member tt 
for life. Ladies may become members by contributing filty cents, ‘Te 
and life members by paying five dollars. | he 
Art. 5. After the present year, members of the society pay- e.5 
| ing one dollar, shall be entitled to tracts to the amount of eight f | 
hundred pages, and life-members paying ten dollars, to the amount ia 
of five hundred pages annually. Ladies shall receive in the same tie 
proportion. 
Arr. 6. The executive committee shall elect from the differ- 
ent Evangelical denominations represented in this society, a pub- 
lishing committee consisting of not more than two individuals 
from any one denomination. | 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the executive committee to 
expend the funds contributed to this society, after defraying ne- 
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cessary incidental expenses, in the publishing and circulating of 
such tracts and publications as the publishing committee may re- 
commend. 
Art, 8. Any tract society may become auxiliary to this socie-— 
ty on signifying their desire to form such connection, =—s_—> 
Art. 9. The executive committee shall have the power of fill- 


ing any vacancies that may occur in their number. 


Art. 10. This constitution shal! not be altered, except at an 


annual meeting, and by a vote of two-thirds of the members 


present. 
of Officers. | 
Dea. NATHANIEL GRIGGS, President. 
Rev. Amos Binney, Vice President. 


Rev. Wm. P. Secretary. 
Rey. Dexter 8. Kine, Treasurer. 


Rey. J. B. Husted, 

Rev. B. F. Tefit, 
Dea. Willard Sears, Directors. 
Mr. Charles Nichols, | 

Mr. John Gove, 


Rev. Wm. P. Russell, 

Rev. J. B. Husted, 

Rev. J. W. Hol 
Rev, C. W. Publishing Committee. 


Rev. Amos Binney, 
Mr. John G. Cary, | 


P.S. Itis hoped that all, who feel interested in the promo- 
tion of Bible Holiness, will be willing to contribute something to 
the funds of this infant society, and will do all in their power to 


circulate the tracts about to be published on this subject. 


Wm. P. Secretary. 


Exrranation. In sending off our bills the last time, a few were sent to 
agents, who pay for the Guide by procuring subscribers according to terms. 
It was not understood by the person who made out thebills. We prefer that 


those persons should continue their agency instead of sending the money. 
We will make that right when we see them. 


~ Error. The first article of the present number of the Guide went to 


press before the editor had seen the proof. The consequence is, a few copies 
read “ire,” where it should be “Lire.” 
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